
Oral Certification Testing

The Alabama Administrative Office of Courts will begin offering oral certification
testing in Spanish.

Court interpreter certification earned from another Consortium state and Federal
Court Interpreter certification may be accepted by the Alabama Administrative Office of
Coutrs.

Description of Test Procedures

The test is designed and developed by a team of experts from several parts of
the country who have extensive knowledge of court proceedings, the job requirements
for court interpreters, and/or advanced training or high levels of fluency in English and
non-English languages. These experts may include federally certified court interpreters,
judges, lawyers, scholars, and/or legal professionals.

The test measures knowledge and fluency in both languages and the ability to
successfully render meaning from source to target language in each of the three modes
of interpreting that are required of a court interpreter:

 Sight Translation of Documents

 Consecutive Interpreting

 Simultaneous Interpreting

During the sight portion, the examinee reads a non-English-language
document aloud. When that reading is completed, the examinee is given an English
language document and asked to read it in non-English.

During the consecutive mode, the examinee interprets English language
questions into the non-English-language and non-English-language answers into English.
A test proctor administers the consecutive portion by playing the recorded courtroom
simulation on a CD player. The examinee listens to sentences, the CD is paused, and the
interpreter then interprets from memory. It is important in this part of the test to take
very good notes. Remembering details is crucial.

During the simultaneous mode, the examinee, wearing headphones, listens to
a prerecorded English passage and, while listening, interprets aloud into the non-English
language.

The entire court interpreter certification test takes approximately one hour. Test
tapes are scored by a team of two certified interpreters who have been trained by the
National Center for State Courts for rating the certification tests.


